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      Supported by United Nations Development Programme  


Vladivostok Declaration 
13th Meeting of the Greater Tumen Initiative (GTI) Consultative Commission 
10 October 2012, Vladivostok, Russian Federation 
The 13th Meeting of the GTI Consultative Commission was successfully held on 10 October 2012 in Vladivostok, Russian Federation with the participation of high-level governmental delegations from the GTI member countries: China, Mongolia, Republic of Korea and Russian Federation, and the representatives of United Nations Development Programme, international organizations, Northeast Asia local governments, and EXIM and Development Banks. 
We the representatives of the GTI member governments, on the occasion of the 13th Meeting of the GTI Consultative Commission (CC), deliberated on strategies to further enhance regional cooperation under the GTI and promote sustainable development and common prosperity in the Greater Tumen Region (GTR) and Northeast Asia (NEA) at large. 
We reviewed with satisfaction the substantive progress of the cooperation achieved by the GTI since the 12th CC Meeting, and acknowledged the continuous strong support provided by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and other GTI partners. 
1. Strategic Outlook 
We reaffirmed our commitment to further enhance the GTI as a member-country driven partnership, and would like to explore ways to upgrade the GTI to a higher political level in order to enhance its capability for promoting multilateral economic cooperation in NEA. 
We reviewed the progress on transitioning the GTI into a legally independent entity, and agreed to take actions to expedite the transition process following the APEC or other possible modalities, by tasking the National Coordinators (NC) and the GTI Secretariat, through the special session of the NC Meeting, to develop the roadmap and legal documents of GTI legal transition for approval at the next CC Meeting.
We shared the importance of encouraging all NEA countries to join the GTI for enhancing regional economic integration and mutual benefits, and stressed the need to further strengthen cooperation with Japan and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) on concrete activities of common interest. 
Reflecting the changing regional context, we adopted the revised version of the GTI Strategic Action Plan for the years of 2012 to 2015, to strategically guide the development of the GTI towards its common vision of building a great partnership for common prosperity between neighbours. 
2. Cooperation in the Priority Sectors 
We welcomed the progress and outcomes resulting from the implementation of the GTI projects, and shared the understanding that the GTI should prioritise its activities in the key sectors in order to produce tangible results. 
Transport 
We reaffirmed that the cooperation on transportation infrastructure for regional connectivity is the top priority of the GTI, and is the foundation for the development of other sectors. 

We were pleased to see the progress on the implementation of the GTI Transport Corridors Study Project for regional transport network planning, and welcomed the outcome of the 2nd Meeting of the GTI Transport Board successfully held on 5 July 2012 in Sokcho, ROK, which reinforced the strategies on regional transport development and planning. 
We agreed to make more efforts to push forward transportation cooperation projects for the development of major sea-land inter-modal routes, railway networks, and ports. In this regard, we confirmed to continuously support the promotion of the existing key transportation projects, and welcomed the launch of the new project - Evaluation Study of the Sea-land Routes in NEA, as well as the plan to organise the GTI Transport Infrastructure Exhibition in the framework of the GTI Trade and Investment Fair to be held in Gangwon Province, ROK in 2013, focusing on the promotion of regional transportation infrastructure development. 
Trade and Investment
Sharing a common understanding on the importance of trade facilitation to promote economic activities in the region, we remain our commitment to support trade facilitation activities in the GTR and welcomed the successful conclusion of the Inaugural Meeting of the Trade Facilitation Committee together with the 1st International Seminar on Trade Facilitation held on 24 November 2011 in Beijing, China.  
We recognised the progress on the successful implementation of the International Capacity Building Programme on Trade Facilitation for NEA to effectively strengthen member governments’ capacity on trade facilitation, and welcomed the decision to annually organise the capacity building training with the support of the Korea Customs Service. 
We emphasised the importance of knowledge sharing on trade facilitation, and welcomed the plan to hold the 2nd International Seminar on Trade Facilitation back to back with the 2nd Meeting of the GTI Trade Facilitation Committee in October 2012 in ROK. 
As a practical measure to further strengthen the trade and investment cooperation between businesses, local governments and other regional stakeholders, we also welcomed and supported the plan to organise the GTI Trade and Investment Fair to be held in Gangwon Province, ROK in 2013. 
Tourism 
We recognised the importance of tourism exchange and cooperation among the GTI members and all NEA countries, and agreed that GTI should continue its efforts to further enhance cooperation on the development of multi-destination tourism routes and promote the GTR as an attractive, world-class tourism destination. 
We appreciated the progress on the implementation of the Multi-Destination (MDT) Tourism Project with the active support of the local governments in NEA, and welcomed the success of the 5th Meeting of the GTI Tourism Board together with the 1st NEA Tourism Forum held on 9 September 2012 in Hunchun, China. 
Based on the success of tourism cooperation, we welcomed the launch of the new project: NEA Tourism Database, supported by the National Tourism Administration of China and Jilin Provincial Government as well as the United Nations World Tourism Organisation, for regular information-sharing among regional tourism stakeholders; and agreed on the idea to establish a NEA MDT Promotion Centre for the effective promotion of tourism resources in the GTR, and encouraged the Tourism Board to develop the details of the project for implementation.
Furthermore, to create a favorable business environment in the region, we stressed the need to simplify the procedures for the movement of people from and into the GTR, and welcomed the launch of the Comprehensive Visa Facilitation Study Project in an effort to identify current visa related impediments. 
Energy and Environment 
We reaffirmed the importance of regional cooperation on energy and environment, and recognized the need to develop and conduct more practical and result-oriented cooperation projects with the help of the GTI Secretariat. We further tasked the GTI Secretariat to facilitate the advancement of the existing projects agreed upon multilaterally or bilaterally within the GTR region. 
3. Partnership Development  
Acknowledging the efforts for and significant progress of partnership building, we reaffirmed the importance of the involvement of international organisations, NEA local governments, and the private sector in GTI activities for regional cooperation and development. 
We expressed appreciation on the UNDP’s long-standing support of the GTI, especially in regard to the operation of the GTI Secretariat, and activities on local cooperation, trade facilitation and partnership expansion.  
We appreciated the technical assistance on GTI project activities provided by other international partners such as the GIZ and ADB, and encouraged continuous joint efforts with partners to promote regional development in the future. We welcomed the GTI-GIZ Cooperation Agreement signed early this year to reinforce the partnership between the two parties.  
In an effort to build an effective development financing mechanism for GTI activities and regional development, we welcomed the progress and initiative on the creation of an association among the EXIM or development banks from the four member countries. We are pleased to witness the signing of the MoU on the Establishment of the NEA EXIM Banks Association among the EIXM Bank of China, Development Bank of Mongolia and EXIM Bank of Korea, and encouraged the participation of the Bank of Development and Foreign Economic Affairs of Russia in the Association soon. We expressed our commitment for the future development of this important platform. We also welcomed the ROK's proposal to host the Inaugural Meeting of the Association to further develop this regional financing cooperation platform among the member banks.   
We recognised the essential role of NEA local governments in regional cooperation, and welcomed the progress on the GTI NEA Local Cooperation Committee (LCC) and the active participation of NEA local governments in LCC project activities, such as the Capacity Building Programme for NEA Local Governments on Regional Economic Cooperation held in December 2011 in Arxan, China. We envisioned the further enhancement of coordination and exchanges with NEA local governments in order to build synergy for regional prosperity.  
We stressed the need to learn best international practices from and strengthen exchange with other regional cooperation mechanisms such as the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, the Greater Mekong Subregion, the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and the China- Japan- ROK Trilateral Summit in the aspects of institutional building, capacity development etc. This will accelerate the GTI’s growth as well as jointly promote the development of the region by creating synergy among various mechanisms.  
4. Administration and Finance
We endorsed the 2012 – 2013 Workplan, as well as the corresponding budgets. Given the growing GTI cooperation activities, we understood the need for the increase of financial support of the GTI Common Fund and project activities. 

5. The Way Forward 
China, Mongolia and ROK appreciated the Russian Federation for its Chairmanship since the 12th Meeting of the Consultative Commission. 

We appreciated the GTI Secretariat for its effective implementation of the decisions of the Consultative Commission and successful organization of the 13th Meeting of the GTI Consultative Commission, in conjunction with the excellent hosting service provided by the Primorsky Territory Administration.
We look forward to the 14th Meeting of the GTI Consultative Commission to be held in 2013 in Mongolia. 
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